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Dear Readers, 
 

     The very sparks that blaze our long 

nights when our pens colour blank pages, 

fuel our passion that now brings you yet 

another editorial of The Message. Our third 

and final edition for the 09/10 year might 

just blow the colours of the wind right be-

fore your eyes. 
 

     The unfortunate truth is that out world is 

plagued by racial, social, economical, reli-

gious intolerance, and the mass tragedy that 

unfolds as a result is an unavoidable fact. 

Yet I ask you, how many times have you 

sought to truly appreciate the little things 

that hints to a better world day by day? 

How many times have you cherished the 

acceptance that blesses our profoundly di-

verse campus? This issue of The Message 

seeks to celebrate our tolerance and open 

mind that creates the University of To-

ronto, at Scarborough, a campus renowned 

for its colourful cohesion. Also included in 

the issue is the MSAôs contribution to this 

mosaic; its 09/10 success stories and im-

provement points. On behalf of my won-

derfully inspiring team, I invite you to join 

us in bringing another year of vibrant col-

our to UTSC.  
 

     Often when we are occupied with the 

exciting prism of life, we turn a blind eye 

to ourselves; to who we are. Thus, I would 

like to touch on the question of identity that 

can be so easily camouflaged within this 

diverse society and to many remain an in-

ternal struggle. 
 

     Our lives are constantly bombarded with 

demands for success. These demands are 

usually the driving force that propels us 

through our University life. But what ex-

actly is success?  A 4.0 GPA? A career? A 

Nobel Prize? A quick answer to this would 

be that it depends on individual priority but 

then one may ask óhow do you realize what 

your priority is? And what do you meas-

ure your priority by?ô The answer to this 

comes through understanding who you are 

as a person, and knowing your purpose in 

life. 
 

      As Muslims we see our life as a Jour-

ney. This world is a mere phase that ends 

with death which is the start of just another 

phase that brings us closer to the meeting 

of our Lord. We dedicate all our energies in 

this world to make that meeting the most 

ecstatic moment unimaginable that would 

result in a life of forever bliss in paradise. 

(Inshallah!)This magnificent reward cannot 

be achieved by a mere lip service. Our lives 

must become a representation of our be-

liefs.  

      

     We see success not only as material 

accomplishment, rather it is a more dy-

namic concept that embodies our entire 

lives and ensures prosperity after death. I 

would like to share with you an overview 

of ten element of success within the pre-

cincts of Islam as explained by Sh. H. Yu-

suf. The first and foremost element is to 

have a strong sense of purpose. What is 

more purposeful than to do an act for the 

sake of Allah? 
 

     Next, is to seek out role models and 

mentors who instill in us confidence and 

self belief. Prophet Muhammad (saw) is the 

best of men, he taught the world, instilled 

confidence, wisdom, belief in the hearts of 

slaves and kings. We have in him the best 

mentor, who taught us the technique of 

visualizing our goal and working towards 

it. 
 

     "Indeed in the Messenger of Allah 

(Muhammad) you have a good example to 

follow for him who hopes for Allah and the 

Last Day and remembers Allah 

much."(33:21) 
 

     It is also important to remember past 

success. Remember the battle of Badr. A 

seemingly impossible victory accomplished 

by the will and promise of Allah. Dwell on 

success not failure. This should be paral-

leled with self assurance which gives you 

the conviction of knowing that you will 

succeed if you place your trust in Allah. 

ñSo do not be weak nor be sad and you will 

be superior if you are indeed true believ-

ers."(3:139) 
 

     Plan and organize: prioritize ï avoid 

trivial pursuits. Focus on important matters. 

We are in a world in which our fellow 

Muslims are dying of hunger and we busy 

ourselves with the parties we need to plan. 

We need to avoid frivolities and look at the 

bigger picture. 
 

     The ability to acquire necessary skills is 

an intuitive step. It is impossible to ac-

quire success without having the ability to 

accomplish what is needed. For some of us 

this is what our university years amass to. 
 

     We need to constantly remind our-

selves that everything we do in life requires 

patience and perseverance. Writing exams 

and the wait after has to some extent com-

pelled us to exercise patience in life. Perse-

verance especially in the midst of hardships 

and challenges is a quality that envelopes 

the entire concept of success. 
 

     Furthermore to achieve ultimate success 

it is essential to love what you are doing 

and as we struggle with our deen we should 

always keep in mind what Allah says: 

"radiallahu anhum wa radu anhu" Allah 

will be pleased with them and they with 

Him." (98: 8) 
 

     In order to fully understand success we 

can look at the other end of the spectrum at 

the definition of failure in Islam. The es-

sence of failure is disobedience to Allah 

and his messenger and disputing among 

yourselves. As Allah says in the Quran, 
 

     "And obey Allah and His Messenger; 

and do not dispute, lest ye lose courage and 

your strength departs; and be patient: surely 

Allah is with those who are patient." (8:46) 
 

     So regardless of our ethnicity, national-

ity, traditions or customs, we need to ap-

preciate the bond that unifies us, gives us 

our purpose and defines us.  
 

     In the attempt to explore the question of 

our identity we sometimes stumble and at 

times even fall.  What matters is that we are 

able to realize that we have fallen and to 

get up back on our two feet and once again 

move forward toward the light that so 

brightly awaits at the end of the journey. 

 

Sincerely, 
 

Sameehah Ibrahim 

A Message from the Editor in Chief  

 

FROM THE EDITOR 
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LETTER 

 Assalaamou Alaikum Wa Rahamatullahi Wa Barakhatuh. 

     I hope this letter finds you in the best of health and Imaan. 

     I would like to congratulate you on the launch of one of the most successful, as well as highly anticipated programs pro-

vided by the Muslim Students Association at UTSC, the Message. 

      In my opinion, this newsletter allowed students at the University of Toronto Scarborough to understand the pressing  

issues faced by Muslims around the world, along with other issues that surround the universal and communal aspect of hu-

man society. 

      I take great pride in reading The Message as it gives me a comprehensive understanding of the Islamic nature of modern 

society along with other interesting articles that I come across. This newsletter, though regulated by Muslims, allows for 

everyone to enjoy pieces of intellectual work as well. Through this collective effort in providing a media publication for 

UTSC students, it becomes a great source of neutral information for students to read. 

      I hope The Message continues its publication for years to come and I congratulate the current team for its efforts in mak-

ing its preliminary year a huge success. 

Jazakallah Khairan for your efforts. 

Imran Khan  

Letter to the Editor  

     The birth of a joey is an extraordinary event.  Scarcely a 

month old, it begins the arduous climb up to the pouch, 

guided by the scent of milk. Although blind and premature, it 

would eventually develop into the recognized joey, about 

nine months later. 
 

     Nature abounds with amazing feats from which we can 

take lessons and morals. One does not need to travel to the 

deserts of Australia to be inspired ï a backyard would suf-

fice. Reflecting and contemplating creation are indeed a way 

to God as He states, (translation of the meaning): 
 

      Verily! In the creation of the heavens and the earth, and 

in the alternation of night and day, there are indeed signs for 

men of understanding. (Al Imran:190) 
 

     So what can we learn from the joey? Especially during 

difficult tasks, we must put in the effort to be successful. 

This is exemplified in the story of Mary, where anguished 

with the pains of labour, God provides for her dates from the 

palm tree, but first, she must shake the tree. The men and 

woean of piety of the past were not above suffering and ex-

erting effort, although each of their acts was commanded by 

God. 
 

     Approximately nine months later, the joey attempts its 

first exit from momôs pouch. After a couple of tries, it hurries 

back. 

 

God provides for 

us the means. The 

effort is up to us.

  
 

      

Reflecting Upon Creation                Amina Allalou 

A joey and its mother. 
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     As Muslims, we are called beacons of 

this world. Our vocation is to be a great ex-

ample of both enlightened character and 

goodwill. We are supposed to be the pinna-

cle of what it means to be united. Yet we 

remain far from these goals. 

 

     In the Quran, Allah SWT says: ñThe 

Muôminoon (Believers) are a single Brother-

hoodò (49:10). Neither race, standard of liv-

ing, clan, preference of Sheikh, nor level of 

piety are common factors in this vast ummat 

(nation). Rather, we share a bond purely 

based on Imaan or faith. 

 

     Take where we live for example. Toronto 

can be seen as a microcosm of multicultural-

ism. Here, we represent a rich array of cul-

tures and diverse individuals. In fact, Mus-

lims from every corner of the world can be 

found here, but instead of appreciating this, 

we undermine it. At times, the minute differ-

ences among us are magnified and the com-

monalities between us are soon forgotten. 

We should avoid to create stereotypes and 

generalizations and indirectly place one 

Muslim against another. Allah warns us in 

the Quran: ñAnd hold fast all of you together 

to the rope of Allah, and be not dis-

unitedò (3:103). We should not refer to 

mosques as the ñBosnian Mosqueò, the 

ñBengali Mosqueò, the ñGuyanese Jamaatò, 

the ñTablighi Mosqueò, etc. They are all 

places of worship for Muslims regardless of 

slight differences in ethnicity. 

 

     These are exactly the kind of tribal af-

filiations that the Prophet Muhammad 

(pbuh) warned us about with the following 

hadith: ñThe Muslim Ummat is like one 

body. If the eye is in pain, then the whole 

body is in pain, and if the head is in pain, 

then the whole body is in painò. Wherever in 

the world Muslims are being oppressed, we 

should feel some concern firstly, and sec-

ondly we should feel equal pain regardless 

of the country the people are located in. 

 

     For the most part in Toronto, in our Mus-

lim, yet usually ethnic communities, we 

have already built effective mosques, 

schools, and community centres. Imagine 

how much better and stronger we could be if 

only we were united! Remember the follow-

ing prayer which Allah taught us in the 

Qurôan:  ñOh our Lord, and do not place en-

mity in our hearts towards other believersò.  

Ameen. 

A Short Note on Unity  Omar Rahman Surayya Khan 

 

NOTE 
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GhUhigėIdXUhY0ėG]b[`Yíė=bėUėFY`Uh]cbg\]dí 
=hógė7cad`]WUhYXė 

     Samah Syed 

     It is perhaps one of the most joyful 

days of your life. Having just received 

news of a promotion, you take a few 

moments and bask in the rays of ac-

complishment before you decide to 

make your next move. Perhaps you 

now rush home in excitement and share 

the news with loved ones, engage in a 

few embraces and reminisce upon your 

hard work and dedication. Or possibly, 

do you, without an ounce of hesitation, 

draw out your iphone or blackberry or 

flip open your laptop and embark upon 

those all too familiar pages of blue and 

white? A few mere taps of numerous 

keys and behold, there lies news of 

your latest endeavor for five hundred 

public eyes to view and judge. Like 

most individuals engrossed in todayôs 

technologically charged society, you 

would choose the latter of the two op-

tions. Facebook, Twitter, MySpace, 

Blogger; the list is endless just as is our 

powerful obsession with the activities 

undertaken on these glowing pages.  

 

     To truly open the layman's eyes to 

the reality of these online social net-

works, the Doris McCarthy gallery re-

cently hosted an exhibition entitled 

"Status Update." It featured numerous 

pieces of art varying from moving im-

ages to still photography to merely a 

blank screen with text. The artwork 

included Melanie Lowe's "You Saw 

Me?ò which simply consisted of a 

blank black screen with a variety of 

Facebook statuses clustered together. 

These statuses constituted depictions of 

monotonous everyday happenings such 

as "Just filed taxes" or "Just watched a 

documentary". The motive behind such 

dull updates is obvious; it stands as a 

reflection of the desperate and dire 

search for attention the average human 

engages in, such that every move one 

makes can be under the scrutiny of and 

receive approval from the public. Most 

individuals can relate to the situation of 

displaying their emotion instability or 

crisis and eagerly awaiting public re-

sponse via the option of comments. 

Other pieces from the gallery depicted 

illustrations of cluttered, haphazard 

rooms where an individualôs gaze is 

thoroughly fixed upon a glowing 

screen.  Others demonstrated the all too 

widespread act of checking oneôs 

phone immediately upon waking up.  

 

     The aforementioned images can be 

dissected in detail to uncover a univer-

sal message: we have entered an era 

where our ignorance and self concern is 

being partly enhanced by such online 

networks. While one may contradict 

this argument and claim that social net-

works only increase social awareness 

through day to day interactions, one 

must also wonder what has come to be 

of our definition of social awareness.  

 

     Through Facebook and Twitter we 

may become aware of what one of our 

co-workers enjoys for breakfast or what 

a relative we havenôt seen for years 

thinks about a particular movie, but, is 

this the type of social awareness that 

can pave the way for the ultimate suc-

cess of our society? Everyone is enti-

tled to their own view on how the vir-

tual online world is or is not controlling 

their behaviour and impacting their out-

look on life. A piece that stood out dis-

tinctly displayed a newborn baby with a 

headband blindfolding his eyes. The 

blindfolded baby simply lies as a re-

minder that perhaps it is high time we 

push aside the glowing screen that is 

possibly shielding our eyes from the 

reality of all that surrounds us.  

 

UTSC EVENTS 
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UTSC EVENTS 

world on a very low budget. Although all that occurred during the 

course of the week were just sneak peeks of the cultures and could 

not have possibly made us aware of the cultures present in our 

school let alone the world, it was a wonderful attempt at doing so. 

A fun, interactive week followed by a night to remember, the 

ETHOS event concluded the Cultural Mosaic with a big bang. 

 

     Juliya Begom was a performer in the show as well as a first 

year student at UTSC. "It was well organized and everyone that 

came enjoyed the show. There was a variety of different cultures 

being represented...a taste of almost every culture. I would be glad 

to participate again." 

 

    For the 20th year, groups from all around the school joined to-

gether to pull off an event such as the Cultural Mosaic. "Each 

group had their own unique way of representing their culture. It 

was a big hit and a great experi-

ence for everyone." 

 

     All the hard work and dedica-

tion paid off and hopefully it will 

come around next year as well. 

A s a diverse school, con-

taining several differ-

ent backgrounds and ethnici-

ties, UTSC seems to have a 

strong united front. All of 

the students and professors 

are from different races and 

cultures but we all join to-

gether for a common goal, that of education. However, 

during this process, the social life on campus also 

unites us all. This year, the 20th annual Cultural Mo-

saic was brought to you by Zahra Murji (SCSU VP of 

Students and Equity). During this week, we had enter-

tainment and were exposed to traditions from many 

countries around the world whose cultures are repre-

sented by the student body of UTSC. On April 1st, 

2010 the ETHOS Mosaic show displayed all UTSC 

student talents of dancing, spoken word, singing and 

rapping. It took place in the Meeting place, starting at 

7:30 pm, tickets sold at $10. 

 

     Fashion shows, free styling, dance workshops, stu-

dent films and most importantly food was available to 

all who wanted to enjoy the first class trip around the 

Cultural Mosaic                Zahra Mehraban 
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MSA Final Dinner 
Omar Rahman 

 

MSA TIMES 

Islamic Awareness Week 
Zahra Mehraban 

O n the evening of May 

14, 2010, glamorously 

dressed sisters and handsomely 

dressed brothers attended MSAôs 

Final Dinner. The MCôs for the 

night, Marya Khan and Maz 

Jamil, directed the captivated at-

tendees towards marvellous per-

formances including Br. Munsifôs 

recitation of the Holy Quran and 

presidential speech, Br. Abdul 

Malikôs passionate singing of 

nasheeds, Br. Kashifôs nazam in 

Urdu, and the remarkable keynote 

speech delivered by incoming 

MSA President Nahyan Chowd-

hury.  

 

 

Pictures 
from the 
MSA 
Gala. 

     Many dedicated volunteers were rec-

ognized during the Awards portion of 

the evening, especially those selfless 

individuals who worked behind the 

scenes to make the Islamic Awareness 

Week possible. 

 

     For many, the highlight of the eve-

ning was the food! The Halal Italian buf-

fet included delicious penne pasta with 

tomato basil sauce, grilled boneless 

chicken breast, and an impeccable va-

nilla raspberry blossom desert. Not only 

was the food scrumptious, but diners 

viewed a slideshow depicting MSAôs 

events for the entire year.  

 

     The dinner bought the year to an offi-

cial close, yet highlighted that the MSA 

for all its achievements during the past 

year, can outdo even itself in the upcom-

ing year. 

     March 1st-5th 2010 was a week dedi-

cated to bringing Islam into the day-to-

day lives of UTSC students, it was Is-

lamic Awareness Week. Whether Mus-

lim or not, this yearly event enlightens 

us with the beauty of Islam. This year 

the IAW theme was óScience and the 

Quranô. The event took place in the 

Meeting Place, where there were several 

booths set up across the whole floor.  

The dedicated team members of this 

yearôs MSA alongside a few volun-

teers worked hard for weeks, under 

the leadership of Sumaiya Malik, 

MSAôs social convener, and Marya 

Khan, MSAôs events coordinator,  

to bring this event all together. 

 

     Information regarding branches 

of science such as Biology, Astronomy, 

Physical Sciences were related to verses 

of the Quran demonstrated on boards 

and many interesting models. There 

were atom models, a model of the water 

cycle, bee hives and solar system models 

for everyone to enjoy and benefit 

from. It was a beautiful event that 

ended on Friday with a Khutba 

given by Abu Shahadah whose 

touching voice reverberated the 

Meeting place. 

 

     We are anticipating 

next yearôs Islamic 

Awareness Week to 

surpass this yearôs suc-

cess. 

 

EVENTS 
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MSA TIMES 

Rally Against Bill 94 
Soumia Allalou 

     On May 18th, 2010, at 1 pm, 

roughly 200 to 300 people gathered 

outside 20 Queen Street facing the 

legislative building to protest against 

Quebecôs recently proposed legisla-

tion known as Bill 94. If approved, 

the Bill would outlaw the niqab or 

face veil for Muslim women in gov-

ernment services such as employ-

ment, education and health care. 

 

     People from different ethnicities 

and religious backgrounds attended 

the protest due to a firm belief that it 

enforced a violation of basic free-

doms and equality rights guaranteed 

under section 2 and 15 in the Cana-

dian Charter of Rights and Freedoms 

which was signed to the Canadian 

Constitution in 1982.  

 

     Students from the University of 

Ryerson, St.George and UTSC were 

the main attendees of the protest. 

Eight of our SCSU members 

were also present. The University 

of Toronto Mississauga campus 

also helped by contributing flyers 

and banners to the general public. 

The protest was peaceful 

and was supervised by 

the public police.  

MSA Elections 
Shaheena Syeda 

     As the twilight evades, it creates a bittersweet aura of 

beautiful and bitter farewells. Time stops and reminisces on 

the day that has passed, but mostly, holds all the uncertain 

promises of a new day. Twilight has reached the University 

year and like all of its inhabitants the Muslim Studentsô As-

sociation takes a deep look back into the 09/10 digging for 

pieces to foretell the 10/11 puzzle.  

 

     The Muslim student body at UTSC is one of the largest 

groups and, being the Scarborough Campus, it is diverse by 

nature. A unification of our student body promises great po-

tential and valuable treasure that can surmount from our di-

versity. However, in order for that unity to prosper and 

strengthen, the foundation of the MSA itself must be strong 

enough to propel and steer the spirit of the fellow Muslims 

forward. The MSA board this year has seen two presidents 

and many changes within various executive positions. As the 

year unfolded, however, we saw the members stepping up to 

the challenge and survive the instability to produce success-

ful events and to represent the Muslim students on campus. 

Now that this year has come to an end, we now have a new 

board that will be just as strong, 

InshaôAllah. 

     Our new MSA President, Nahyan Chowdhury will 

lead the 2010-2011 MSA team through a successful 

year. That team consists of Azzam Abu-Rayash as the 

VP Brothers and Saleha Ahmed as the VP Sisters. Re-

placing Zakiyah Gangat as secretary will be Sumaiya 

Malik and replacing Omar Rahman as treasurer will be 

Mohsin Naeem. Ugbaad Elmi is the new internal rela-

tions officer and our external relations officer is Abdul 

Basit Sarfaraz. Soumia Allalou will be the sistersô 

events coordinator and Sameehah Ibrahim will be con-

tinuing as the newsletter coordinator. Abdul Malik 

Mohamed will return as the dawah commissioner and 

Warsame Rijal as religious accommodator. The web-

site coordinator will be Mahfooz Iqbal. And last, but 

certainly not least, is Eesha Alam replacing Maz Jamil 

as our Human Resources officer. 

     The new MSA board was welcomed following the 

MSAôs Final Dinner final speech conducted by Munsif 

Mubarak. To hear the audio version of the final speech 

by the former MSA president or to read a transcript of 

the final speech, visit http://msautsc.com/. 

Answers to Crossword:  

Across: 4. Azar, 5. Patience, 7. Rasul, 9. light, 10. Arafat, 11. Knowledge, 12. Takbeer, 13. Cure, 14. Fajr, 17. Help-

ers, 18. Hira, 19. Jerusalem 

 

EVENTS 

http://msautsc.com/
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     How far would you go 

to defend your family? 

How about your friends? 

Your property? Your coun-

try? Your beliefs? 

      

     Now, keeping that in 

consideration, how far 

would you go to defend your religion? 

 

     Some might argue that this is precisely the school of 

thought that is behind the recent actions of a particular radi-

cal Islamic group based out of New York. Those actions? A 

death threat against Trey Parker and Matt Stone, better 

known as the creators of the popular cartoon, South Park. 

The group, simply known as Revolution Muslim, went as far 

as to post a ñwarningò on their website against the creators 

and accompanied it with chilling photos of a murder victim 

with a knife protruding from their chest. This extreme recent 

development was in response to an episode titled ñ200ò in 

which South Park resorted to their signature controversial 

ways when it showed the Holy Prophet Muhammad 

(P.B.U.H.) in a bear costume. Keep in mind that no actual 

body parts were displayed as the costume veiled what was 

supposed to be Prophet Muhammad (P.B.U.H.) entirely. The 

point is, however, that an episode which was originally in-

tended to commemorate the 200th episode of the long-

running cartoon has instead resulted in controversy surround-

ing this debate. 

 

     The story was first brought to light on CNN's Anderson 

Cooper 360, where the issue of the right to free speech was at 

the centre stage of this topic. The guest on that edition of the 

show was Ayaan Hirsi Ali, a Somalian activist who collabo-

rated with Dutch filmmaker Theo Van Gogh in 2004 to cre-

ate ñSubmissionò, a short film that was heavily critical of 

Islam in general and highlighted some of the Quranic verses 

which were erroneously interpreted to allow violence against 

women. The film sparked outrage within the Muslim com-

munity and lead to the assassination of Van Gogh in the very 

same year. It is indeed Van Goghôs corpse in the aforemen-

tioned photo with a knife plunged into his chest served as a 

visual aid for the warning posted against Parker and Stone on 

www.revolutionmuslim.com. Furthermore, in an interview 

with one of the founders of this radical Muslim group, 

Younes Mohammed, he very boldly paraphrases one of the 

verses of the Holy Quran, proclaiming ñWe are commanded 

to terrorize the disbelievers...it is a command from Allah.ò 

When asked what his exact definition of terrorism was, he 

stated ñmaking them fearful so that they think twice before 

they rape your mother, or kill your brother, or go into your 

land and try to steal your resources,ò 

      

     Is this an assault on free speech, or a warning shot? A call 

for violence or simply an appeal for respect? Whichever side 

one may prefer to take, the question must be raised: why 

bother touching on such a sensitive issue? If the modern 

world has desensitized us to a point where we no longer 

openly practice the unjustifiable acts of racism, sexism, or 

homophobia and, should we choose to engage in such acts, 

we generally suffer the consequences, then what makes this 

acceptable? It is no secret that Muslims treat their religion 

with utmost sincerity and respect, some to a much higher 

degree than others in the case of the events surrounding the 

murder of Theo Van Gogh. Why then, do the creators of 

South Park insist on ruffling a few Muslim feathers? Rattling 

some Islamic cages? Do the rewards of such deeds really 

outweigh the risks? The majority of the Muslim world may 

choose to look the other direction, but there is always an ex-

ception to a rule. In this case, that exception comes in the 

form of an angry radical group that may think they are only 

giving those offended a chance to express their distaste, but 

are instead tainting the image of Muslims and Islam as a 

whole. An image that has not been the same nor will ever be 

the same after the unfortunate events of 9/11. 

So It's Come to This 
Fahd Ameen 

The ñHot Dog Guyò 
Bashir Egheh 

 

     Nasir Al-Huttam (aka. The Hotdog Guy) has provided quality 

food service to the UTSC community since 2006. This entrepre-

neur initially opened his stand in response to the need for greater 

Halal food options for the growing Muslim studentship on cam-

pus. Since then, Nasir has received nothing but positive feedback 

from students and faculty at the UTSC: a 2007 exposé in the Na-

tional Post newspaper; named #1 food provider at UTSC for 2008

-2009 by SCSU for providing customers with good service, rea-

sonable prices, and fast & friendly service; received certificate of 

appreciation from UTSC Muslim Studentsô Association in 2009 

for his contributions to club events. Over the years, Nasir has also 

taken various steps to improve service to his customers by provid-

ing a permanent service location in the UTSC student centre 

courtyard, by adding more food options (i.e. halal kebab burger, 

halal beef patties, veggie samosas, and ice cream), by providing a 

heater during cold weather, discounted prices on Tuesdays, and 

entertainment while customers wait for their food. With 100% 

customer satisfaction thus far, you can trust Nasir for your dietary 

needs. To stay informed on new items and changing hours of op-

eration, keep posted to the intranet or join Nasirôs facebook group 

(group name: ñUTSC Hot Dog Guy! (sorry I don't know his 

name)ò).  

 

OUR WORLD 

? ? 

 

http://www.revolutionmuslim.com/
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     For many years now, people from different countries have 

found refuge in Canadaða great country indeed. Or is it? Are 

there secret, underlying negative aspects, such as racial compo-

nents, in the system that the citizens of this country are not 

aware of? At first glance, we see cities such as Toronto that con-

tain many multicultural observances. But if we look deeper, we 

are able to see the discrepancies in this melting pot even in cities 

like multicultural Toronto. 

     It is claimed that Canada would not have existed if it were 

not for immigration. It has been a huge part of Canadaôs past and 

present. People came here for many different reasons. These 

reasons included a new and exciting life in a new country or 

simply trying to escape poverty and eviction from their own 

lands. 

     So where is the problem here? By nature, humans are in-

clined to judge and question things that are different from them-

selves. In the past, Canadian immigration policies were very 

racist. Immigrants from different cultures or religions were 

looked down upon and seen to be inferior to their British-

Caucasian counterparts. At times, people were even refused ac-

cess to the immigration process simply because they were of a 

certain race. 

     In the year of 1967, restrictions to immigration policies have 

been altered, largely because of the demand to improve the 

economy. The immigration process is friendlier than before and 

there are antiracial and antidiscrimination laws in place. How-

ever the Canadian immigration system remains far from being 

ideal.  

     There are countless occasions in which immigrants who were 

qualified doctors, teachers, or engineers in their homelands, such 

as Pakistan or other Asian countries, are not allowed to carry on 

their professions here in Canada. Many of these people have 

studied and sacrificed numerous years of their lives to practice 

their respective professions. However, when they made the 

move to Canada because of injustice in their own lands, they are 

not able to practice their professions and instead are forced to 

take on occupational jobs such as taxi driving or owning a con-

venience store.  

     Indeed, Canadian regulations and requirements for a qualified 

doctor is different then say in Pakistan. However, it is unjust 

when the Canadian government does not provide proper oppor-

tunities to these educated immigrants to at least adapt their skills 

and knowledge to a Canadian environment. 

     Some even consider this a form of discrimination. Itôs a 

shame that these highly skilled immigrants are not used in their 

full potential, and are not able to enjoy all the benefits of this 

wonderful country because of it. 

     Canada is a great country. Many of us are probably immi-

grants who are benefiting. But these faults cannot be overlooked 

because it does play a huge part in peopleós lives. If a country is 

claiming equality and freedom in all aspects, it should live up to 

the claim. The ability for improvement of the country is always 

present; itôs always needed and can be benefitted from. 

Racism No More           Zahra Mehraban 

 

OUR  WORLD 

50¢ OFF 
 

Any Hot Dog or 

Sausage 

Hot Dog & Sausage  

With Coupon. Not valid with any other 

offer. Valid until August 31, 2010.  
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FAIL Boob Quake: 
Abdul Basit Sarfaraz 

and far from being revolutionary. Instances of humans 

forgetting their place in the universe and attempting to 

directly challenge God have occurred far too often. 

 

     In the past, when prophets would warn their people 

about the punishment of God that would fall upon them 

if they continue to reject Godôs messengers and disobey 

his commandments, the people would mock their warn-

ings and, as McCreightôs and her followers did, chal-

lenge God to send his punishment.  

 

     One of the most famous incidents is that of Noah and 

the flood. Noahôs people rejected his repeated callings, 

inviting them to worship the one true God. As a result, 

God sent upon them a flood that drowned all those who 

rejected the message.  

 

     The Pharaoh who challenged Moses also did not fare 

too well. He went as far as to usurp the position of God. 

In the end, God punished him. However, his body, as 

with all the other Pharaohs, was preserved not for school 

field trips to the museum, but to serve as a reminder to 

the rest of humanity.  

 

     Having stated the above, Iôm not supporting Kazem 

Sedighiôs claims. God does as he wills and humans will 

never have the capacity to understand all his wisdom. 

However, the similarities in the actions of past nations 

that received the punishment of God and that of people 

like McCreight sends shivers down my spine.  

 

     On April 26, blogger Jennifer McCreight called on 

women throughout the world to participate in Boob 

Quake.  

  

     Boob Quake was McCreightôs response to an Iranian 

cleric, Kazem Sedighiôs, statement that natural disasters 

such as earthquakes afflicting the world are a result of 

human sin, in particular the scandalous clothing women 

are wearing. McCreight believed that by ordering 

women to show as much cleavage as possible she would 

be able to debunk Sedighiôs claims. 

 

     McCreight and the thousands of women involved be-

lieved that they were taking part in a revolution, a pro-

test of epic proportion, a direct challenge to Almighty 

God.  

 

     Well, although McCreight herself was too stubborn to 

admit, Boob Quake, as headlines confirm, ended in fail-

ure. Immediately when the protest began a 6.9 magni-

tude earthquake hit China while Haiti was shaken with 

heavy tremors.  

 

     Despite the clear evidence that Boob Quake did not go 

all too well, McCreight refused to accept defeat. To de-

fend her case, McCreight claimed that the earthquake 

had to have happened somewhere in the United Sates.  

This is a true testimony to her extreme pride and igno-

rance. Not only does she challenge God but also sets the 

terms and rules of His response.  

 

     Aside from the fact that Boob Quake failed, what 

McCreight and her flock of sheep did not realize was 

that this ñprotestò is in no terms a modern phenomenon 

 

OUR WORLD 




