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3 , Our kin in faith has a right over us for our suppori
s we conclude the 2012011 aca- and dedication for those who follow in goodness.
¢ year, the Message team finally brings To begin supporting this cause all overthe globe,
you this yearo6s cul miihe\Ndesspoe gougdtdojfacus gnrthe efforts atj s
" great pleasure that we ereaj to you, our. UTSC. As such, this edition also highlights a re-
herished and loyal readers, the last mani- . cap of the enlightening journey through Islam that
festo of our dedlcated efforts for this year:was encapsulated by Islamic Awareness Week =

\ e ‘TZQ-J"]“ : .  Editor in Chief 2 ‘/—:
S;rvmg as Editem-Chief for The Message : ' Sameehah Ibrahim. +
for the past two years has been.an incredibleVe acknowledge the efforts of the dedicated 201.0 s

e
honour for me personally and it is'as if I have2011 MSA who put together IAW and other gﬁ;ﬁé’éﬂ% Esd't‘(’jra ‘\«3
journeyed through a lifetime of harsh realitiegvents throughout the year. As we bid farewell i e |
- and beautiful lessons. Working with the mesyem e welcome with honour and anticipation, Copy Editor

. sage had cultivated within me a loyalty to the new students who will carry the MSA ifito the Fahd Ameen-
~ truth and a love for reminders, of life and of

ﬁf_ai‘{h_ ; promising year that lies ahead. Fool i iFact Editor. S
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To bid farewell is never an easy task, but as | sayl_ayout Editors

Q=S DL OL SUCh,IYENMope 1058 ve goodbye to the student body at UTSC, | can't hel-@oum,a Allalou

- some good in reminding myself and you that

~ as seekers of knowledge, we should never but smile at the reassuring comfort that lies in théSamah syed, " :
ot forget our true purpose in life, that is, to Seelpeauty of the memories that were created durlng o ‘ﬁ
* the Pleasure of Allah. As we sacrifice our 1Y school yearsSome of the most treasured -, Photo Edlﬁ 6‘“.'}?
£5time and put forth S RBBaT ok 16 gair memories are of the people that | have worked: -Sarah Edua oy
academic knowledge and to excel in our ex- with to initiate this newsletter. Their dedicatien, 'Secretary '%
/ams we should hever forget that our real tes(fommltment and brilliance are most admirable. || zanra Mehnaba.n‘ 3

pray that you all achieve success in whatever en-
deavours you set forth'to accomplish in this life .,
and | pray that you be among those that will be "
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- has yet to come. This world for a believer is
“but a temporary test for the strong of heart,

*and we should, with all our hearts and souls s
rewarded in the next life. .« . = s . Director of Fur&@ﬁ.

“- f:rek peace in the permanence of the hereaf- - Omar Rahman e
& > e AN UTSC has been a second home, and The Messa@gntrl tmanta 0
-avoice.To all of those at UTSEIl et 6's LAk ng ’ .:'

a h‘en I thmk 9 What QEEUFEETIMSiU ey in the spirit of U of Excellence that we so often " oumu oy

seeklng, righteousness is for abeliever, a 04y ag a badge of confidence. In spite,of this, we&ahd A - e s

~ Quote from Sarah Kay comes to mind, "Therajll have obstacles and throwbacKst remem- ' Sarah E& A
is nothlng more beautiful than the way the ber: Rome wasn't built in-a day. e .Salma H ssai’n ¥l

_ ocean never-stops kissing the shore line no . e |

_ matter how many times it is sent away."As ! : ’Q
such we must kiss the shores of truth and have hope that | will be seeing you at some poﬂ, o %h_.,.-,
goodness, no matter how cold and hostile d o 03t Sk 0§ d Insha ol ﬁé'rrrar
. g 2 of you already has a sp i

_ ial place res
advances may seem. As Pearl Bailey depths of my heart. r < ,E.
said, "You never find yourself until you face t, 7 =
the truth = - | leave you confident that the 202012 Message
team and the new editor in chiéf will bnnq ewpn
o face the iruth about oirselves, our na- better material that is worthy of your attention an
tion, arid our religion, it wasur intention support. : s 4
at thrs -edition serve as a reflection of the
Ul w‘ stia.te‘ of the Muslim Ummah. We
ieluded articles that hopefully will
Q nsmousemlnder of our duties to N

selves and our fellow people.
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Letter to the Editoré

In the name of Allah Most Merciful and Benevolent.

A soul is always thirsty for sound knowledge, and if it does not consume the right knowledge, it will reme
thirsty. So make sure your soul receives the nourishment that it needs to grow dbasachearacter

grow2d t takes hard work and patience to build thi
life.

This 1 s my final UVSEaltike afamily) with tbe Muslisy Btad@ms|Assactation mak-
ing the ties between Muslim students stronger by being the means of bringing all Muslims together and |
the path with opportunities of striving to seek knowledge, and building inspirations within our hearts to ce
out both the knowledge for here and her€aftex.d knowl edge 1 s what binds
UTSC or outside it. Any sound knowledge, be it Deeni or worldly, brings us together for the sake of Allar
The Messenger of Allah gave glad tidings to anyone who undertakes the task of seeking knowledge. Ab
Hurayrah relates that the Prophet said, "For him who embarks on the path of seeking knowledge, Allah v
ease for him the way to paradise.” (Related by Muslim) If no Hadith on the importance of knowledge bes
this one had been uttered by the Prophet, it would have been enough for Muslims. Yet the Prophet did n
than that.

He used to stimulate his companions to seek knowledge. Ibn Mas'ud relates that the Prophet said, "Only
persons are worthy of being envied; a person upon whom Allah bestows riches and gives him the power
spend it in a righteous cause; and a person upon whom Allah bestows wisdom by which he judges and v
teaches." (Related by Bukhari and Muslim)

He used to congratulate the companions whenever they issued the right judgement or correctly answere
tion. Imam Muslim narrates that once the Prophet asked Ubayy Ibn Ka'b, "Do you know which verse in A
Book is the greatest?" Ubayy answered by reaitikgiisydthe verse of the Throne, iBadfdrah,

2:255). "Allah! None has the right to be worshiped but He, the Ever Living, the One Who sustains and pr
tects all that existsé) The Messenger-Munthndl y p
for this knowledge".

That was just a little insight from mesed to be a person who always had that desire to help out both Mus-
lims and non Muslims in any situation; however | never understood how to involve myself or seek the rig
sources to learn and try to improve rBys@lfy Islamic awareness week of my second year of university, |
encountered diaries of individual experiences, and the most memorable one was about an individual whi
exam, but was feeling like nothing was working out until he/she asked for a 10 minute break to perform s
Once the individual prayed salah, they still had time for the exam and felt much more relaxed. This diary
eye opener for me. | was greatly enthusiastic to be a part of IAW fhiealbxtwibea. lot of encourage-

ment | came out to volunteer for IAW and it really brought in new experiences, opened the doors for mor
knowledge and of course created unity within the Muslim community right hefdat\WEA5(S.grow-

ing, and | pray that it keeps growing and becomes the means of opening up new paths for all the Muslim
initiate much more in society for both here and hereatfter.

Your Fellow Student,
Sabrina Rahman
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e Unimalasis Onebody;

By: AbduBasit Sarfaraz

0The Muslim ummah is |1 ke one body. |l f one pa
the pain.d Amongst Muslims, this hadith is proba
Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him). Unfortunately, witnessing the present state of the
ummabh and the general inactivity of Muslims living in the Western society, it is evident that
this very same hadith is one of the least practiced.

Quite often, conventions are held in western countries where attendance is by thou-
sands of Muslims. When scholars at these conventions bring up the conditions of Muslims in
pl aces | i ke Palestine, the audience becomes real
Akbaro resonate in the halls. | mmedi ately a sens

their self absorbed sleeps hovers in the air. However, far too quickly the excne n o-
tions fade away. By the next day, everyone is back to 9to 5 jobs es. -
of the scholars at the convention and the tears that were shed all seem like a nt past.

The milliordollar question is how can a sustainéd and genuine desire for change be
instilled in the people. Indeed, this question does nothave a simple answer. However, since the
Islamic stand for justice is universal, one method th; must be adopted by the Muslim ummah

human beings and Muslims across the globe.

It is evident that the potential for change is present. Muslims
the West, have been blessed with the education and experient
plagues humanity. It is time for Muslims to recognize their po
other than merely producing an income to purchase the ho
end, Allah will not be weighing homes but deeds.

y 4
A It Needs U...
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Arrogance in the Ummah

By: Sarah Edun

When one thinks of diseases affecting the heart, Remember the first act of arrogance came from
what comes to mind? Pul molblia. He reflissedaabbw ddwngoePeoghet ddam (peace
Rheumatic heart diseaseélbe hemir Hhiem)y to uwti sefasee av
in fact one of the most potent diseases of the heart is thal 3, (Allah) said: "What prevented you (O Iblis) that
of arrogance. A medical disease of the heart affects maiglyu did not prostrate yourself, when | commanded
only the individual with the disease, however the diseasgou?" Iblis said: "I am better than him (Adam), You
of arrogance affects the entire ummabh. It is a vice that created me from fire, and him You created from
wreaks havoc and destruction on the ummah as a wholecliy." (Allah) said: "(O Iblis) get down from this
can be very contagious as well. Growing up with this  (Paradise), it is not for you to be arrogant'here. Get ou!
frame of thought, we project it onto those whom we havdor you are of those humiliated and disg .
influence on and then it spreads rapidly and unrelentingliyeved that he was made up.of a materi at was supe
across the entire ummah, causing the ummah to be af- rior in power to what the PWdam (peace be upol
flicted with this foul ailment. It goes against every princi-him) was made from. Thus he was cast out of Jannah.

ple of this perfect religion we call Ilamakes the per- Arrogance my brothers and sisters is from Satan and \
son inflicted with this disease oblivious and resistant to should try to rid ourselves of this ailment. On the Day

understanding and following the straight path. The of Judgment, it is said to the arrogant people in Surah

Prophet (peace be upon hi4): @i dEmtWhrm etviee datmdsd e
himself to Allah, Allah will raise him (in respect) andHe (i ndeed) what an evil ab:
wi | | not enter Par adi se wgramisedael fori oar arflogasce myedaar hrothera ana
weight of arsBosEeENce. O sisters. This thought alone should be enough to scare |

into ridding ourselves of this revolting trait.

Being a Muslim means to submit your will to

My brothers and sisters we may not feel that arro-your lord. If we possess arrogance my dear brothers
gance is an important'problem affecting us but we would and sisters we cannot MuBlinesare to
be wrong. Many of us feel that we are not perpetrators oftruly become one um e cannot harbor this dis-
arrogance but weéwwould be only fooling ourselves. How dainful trait. It preven om truly being submis-
many of us will see a beggar all tattered and torn, smelly sive and on the straight path. It is the path that leads
and unkempt and will not think because we are clean ando the fire. We need to cultivate humility in our hearts
sweet scented and our clothes are beautiful that we are and let it grow and flourish. Islam teaches us the im-
better? Would you go hug that beggar as your brother? portance of humility in Surah 57:16,:
What about those of us that think that because of our BRI not time that t
higher level of education we are greater than those who attained to faith should feel humble at the remem-
were not granted the same opportunity? Brothers and sisbrance of God and of all the truth that has been be-
ters even performing an act of ibadah insincerely is arro- stowed [on them] from on high, lest they become like
gance. We had the greatest human being, our beloved those who were granted revelation aforetime, and
Prophet (peace be upon him) working side by side with whose hearts have hardened with the passing of time
his sahabah, today the greatest leaders inthisworldwills o t hat many of them are
never lift a finger with their followers. These are all a re- May Allah help us rid this scornful habit of
sult of arrogance. arrogance I nshadoAll ah! An
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How Do We Build an Ummah?*

By: Azzam Abu Rayash

This is a tremendous task, yet it represents a great op-
portunity. It is certain that the Ummah will be revived
and rebuilt again. That is exactly what Allah promised The Muslims at that time realized that victory is very
us and Allah keeps his promise and fulfills it. He said because victory comes after such huge burdens anc
in the Holy Quran: ships. The Hypocrites on the other hand lacked belie
oVerily, We will indeed wackindeditheitveion aodulsniediinem thiMabit
gers and those who believe (in the Oneness of Allah have trust in Allah. They are described in the Quran
Islamic Monotheism) in this world's life and on the doubters:

Day when the witnesses wdAhdsbehdl brThé H®Ghatt
a disease (even) say: "Allah and His Messenger pro
nothing but delusion!" ®zab, 12) "
Compare that incident t
reali ze that itdés quite
have in our current situation, which leads me to the ¢
point one ought to keep in mind:

1. The Certainty in the Revival of the Ummabh:

We ought to have ax»s

ag belief in this, as strong as the

bel ief" of, comp-ahei ons in the battle of O0OAhzab
Trencho\ i at day, all tribes allied against
lims in Medina annf”:hey sur, Junded and blocked the 2. Our Role in the Revival of the Islamic Ummabh:
city. Around ten and soldie ounded Medina

aiming to extermi e Muslim Allah willed to Lots of Muslims wait for the arrival of a leader wt
give the victory to th Muslims. will aid them in reviving this Ummah. They assun

that this can be accomplished in a day and night
" even a year or two. However, | ask you my sister
brothers, what are we doing that is benefiting the
mon good of the Muslims? Are you fulfilling the d

RO e
Imagine ten thousand stror

Medina, a number that is surely grand €or
protecting the city. It was a difficult test f
(Peace be upon him) and the Muslin
spite the difficulties of the situation, the"Ps e be the Quran: e
upon him) remained strong. In that diffict OEvery soul will be -(h
promised his companions the keys to Sha , W n- Muddathir, 38)
der the rule of the Roman Empire, one of the And he also says:
powers at the time. Despite sou oONamely, that no

r t beare
dream, theompanions had full convéctlon of what was den of aNamt38)er 6 (Al

promised to them. Allah describes them in ‘the : .
saylng i A ) Therefore, if people had shortcomings on the
OWhen the Believers Dehalt Alahfwal okl yoa cgourttagle fer grosir own

"This is what Allah and His Messenger had promised us, ‘shortcomings towards this,message. That is the prc
and Allah and his Messentgens what was true.” And it Allafifand that is His justice.

only added to their faith' their zeal in obed
Ahzab, 22) p - Finally, you and | have a huge responsibility,

s to lead humanity to the good and take on t
responsibility of guiding it to the path of Allah. We
should not simply worry about ourselves, but rather
*Ummah: community or nation. It is a special name givefor the entire community, and develop a sense of b
to Muslim brotherhood and unity ing and give back.
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4 Tips to Improve the Ummah

By: Soumia Allalou

Muhammad Alayhisalam
Sat quietly in the evening,
His companion asked,

Oh beautiful man,

Why do you si t%@ﬁ/ﬁaﬁ thdsk ttfd Yolloh Fe’
future of their faith makes me worry till  cry.
My brothers and sisters in Islam
Will they be strong and carry on after | die?

Many of wus have probably heard the beautiful nashee
where the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) sat down and cried for the Ummabh, or the future Muslim comn

a eartbreakin as it is, we forget that we swkes e o0
med for us to avoid. It is important that we always take reminders to improve ourselves, and even &ngher, our
e,general tips we should all keep in mind in order to make our Ummah strong.

/

Pray for the Ummah Greet each other
A believerds stro [ is makdad auvk.owrmo
necessary dua weshould make is in re 0OAssal amou 6al ai koumé i s
B tge_stat#]so_r?ur?mrrnarmrﬁrﬁ youé. What better way to
, orgive stne sins orourumma Islam with the greeting of peace? AIIah says in the Hol
heIPs ur brothers and sisters across t ur 6 a hen efet i ng
l'ah says i the %Hbttepfg%é)‘t%a\/or@tqea Wlth its'like. God keej
’ « Wil |l answesr. your hlisSngs o (4

always there to listen. By pra)émg for ol

friendly atmosphere amongst Muslims. Even greet Mu:
mah, we aremot only strengthening our

I i ms hat you dondt now
ens the Way our Ummabh interacts with each other

but also creatiadpond with each other.

y

Convey a great image of Muslims

 t Practice theecerriect téachihgsafylstam and present
correct image of Islam to the world. Even simple act

like standing up for the elderly on the bus, being hone

or holding the door to others can have a great impact

race, ackground or social status you ha

we all submit to Allah equally. By praying in’ how others view your religion. If people see Muslims a
cong?1 egation, we increase our love for each ing in such a way, they will turn down a lot of misconce
er thus strengthening our ummah. tions they hear since the Muslims they actually know &

wonderful people.

Let us all try to implement these tips in our daily lives to the best of our abilities. Dawud Wharnsby ends his nast
with a thought provoking question. How will you respond?

Believers, brothers and sisters in /slam,
Will we be strong and carry on until we die?
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| AW Vanqui shes Questions of ©
By: Samah Syed

‘\\_’ \

1\ '_\ ,\ 4
®] ¥ Shaykh Yusuf then further elabo-
(;J\j rated upon the numerous magnificent quali-
UV ties of our beloved prophet (peace be upin

him). A divine guide, a mercy to humanity,
an embodiment of perfection, a role model;
Why?; a simple three lettered inquiry theie list definitely does not end here, but it is
opens the door to an endless array of possibilieslast attribute that struck me the most,
There are instances uhefadthat ltenvasdhe bebt lole msdelany or an
is simply left unquenched no matter how far aitividual could look to. Shaykh Yusuf
wide one searches while at other times, a refresicluded by emphasizing the importance
ing drink of pure knowledge leaves an individuafiliving his teachings, and that by simply
comfortably satiated. The latter situation is on@loing that, we will InshaAllah be able to
that only begins to describe the experience at phishagate Islam by striving to attain near-
year 0s UTSC | s |IThiswyeaA w adgseto isSlawled¥ eraracter.
three out of the five days were host to guest
speakers who, through each of their unique in-
sights, experiences and wisdom brought abooL%t a GhiWediegdayWe Dge D oSl

B 0 Mo hearing two revert stories, each carefully
;e&u;c:yof fepets Y GEs0 g packaged with deep emotion yet intricately

distinct from the other. The speakers were
David or Dawood Alexanderson, an Aborigi-

The events commenced with the topicmédl Canadian from Thunder Bay and Muham-
OWhy we | ove Pr ophet mddKifagmaaidm Tometa BrethetDa-
upon him), tackled by Shaykh Yusuf Badat ofiteed spoke of a life of alcoholism such that
Islamic Foundation of Toronto. A simple desadbigth of his parents were alcoholics and as a
tion cannot begin to bring justice to the engagiwylt he was born with fetal alcohol syn-
insightful manner in which Shaykh Yusuf delidieoege. He was both a recipient of and witness
the material, rather all that | am able to do is sffidenstant abuse from him father upon him,
ble a rough sketch of a beautiful landdeape. his siblings and his mother. He was eventually
began by providing a simple definition of the wiaiced in government care and entered a life of
love and what it means in Islam. In Islam, lovpanmhandling, cocaine and his ongoing alcohol
volves a sacrifice for the sake of another persaidiction. He was on the verge of suicide one
and our attachments to loved ones usually arisight,avhere by the mercy of Allah, he picked
person does us a favour because we feel greagythe-phone and called P4E (Paradise For-
debted to that person. When looking through euet), and thus began his journey to recovery.
a lens, who else could possibly be more desenérgyentually took his Shahadah, cleaned his
of our love than the one personality that put féifghof alcohol, got married and he is now set-
every fiber of his being for the sake of this Untigghlvith his wife and children in Toronto,
(peace be upon him)? Alhamdullilah.

>0 3
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The Message | Winter Edition | www.themessageusc.g




f\:/’;
A5 T
Brother Kifayatull ahgs, story

quite different, is equally remarkable. Before _ The first guest speaker was Sis ngﬂ»
Islam, he was on a constant search for love Munir, who spoke of the importance of not obly

and assurance in some shape or form. UnforStanding firm with the hijab as a segment of our

tunately, his source of love became the streePUt€r appearance, but also to implement it into
gang and he became involved with the Chi- U behaviour. She spoke of the importance of

nese Mafia in his teenage years. He spoke offf@intaining our dignity, humility and modesty
having no remorse and having a hardened and that by doing so, InshaAllah society will

heart from the intense violence he was in-  OMe to respect us for who we are as a whole.
volved in. It was at the conclusion of a par- . Next, Sister Priyanka provided an inspi-
ticularly brutal gang fight, where he felt he rational recollection of her personal journey of
was truly on the verge of dying. When he did renewing her entire lifestyle to one of dedication
indeed survive, he wondered why God woulgto Islam. She spoke of the contentment and tran-
save him. Sick of constant nightmares about 9uility she felt to reconnect with Allah (SWT)

going to hell and the same fruitless lifestyle and how regardless of the obstacles that came her
he decided to make changes in his life. He W&y, the hijab was now an entity she would hold

enrolled himself in college, began a part time®" t© firmly. , _

job, and it was here where he befriended a The final speaker of the night was Sister
Muslim and was first introduced to Islam. He AY€sSha, who spoke of perhaps one of the best of
then came across t he 0BRqdesswomengan ask forn AdShas(? 'n d
his time deeply immersed in its beauty. EvenShe made mention of the tremendous role she

tually, SubhanAllah, he took his Shahadah ~Played as a scholar, a wife, a Hafidha and re-
and thus continued on his spiritual journey. Minded us how she truly was a complete package
| do a great disservice to the stories ofWhose character, InshaAllah all of us women

both Brother Dawood and Brother Kifayatul- should aim to emulate. The talk; were followed
lah, for their own recollections were beyond PY @ rousing nasheed and the night concluded
touching and mere words on a piece of papeIWIth an absolutg:ly dgllClous dinner and gift give-
cannot begin to describe the amazing journey?Ways of beautiful hijabs.

that each took. It was truly a great blessing

for those of us fortunate enough to be present

at this event to have heard these stories.
Each event played a unique role this

. year in truly moulding IAW into an immense

R The Ias_t c_)f the evepts LG t|tled_ uccess. Not only were the talks inspir ti%PaI,
oWhy Hijab?o0; a gir lesstorﬁ:éQtBUXhin&zfn(ﬁ tﬁe'a{moth%l Rl
Thursday. It was a thoroughly entertain- jeaqant but in entirety, the IAW experience

ing night to reconnect with the sisters and g ateq a sense of unity, a sense of refreshing

to remind ourselves of our wonderful renewal of faith that we at UTSC are so for-
status as women in Islam. tunate to have Alhamdullilah. '

Tep oy

%
\
O,
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Islam Awareness WeelA Journey of Faith
By: Laraib Khalid

A . . A Y O e e

Islam awareness week has yet again revived the The second stop on the tour was the &énae of
spirit at UTSC and touched the hearts of many, witkalso situated in the city of Makkak.Cave of Hira was a
the exceptional amount of effort that was put into thiasajor milestone for the Prophet Muhammad (peace be up
event. One of the main attractions was the tour thahimg. In this very cave, the beloved Prophet (peace be uPc
gave UTSC students a chance to explore the religidus), received his first revelation of the Holy guran by Al-
monuments that are embedded in the history of Isldan, through the angel Jibraeel, which was the following,
The eyeatching, IHike models of the cities of Mak- "Read in the Name of Your Lord who created you from a
kah and Medina were placed in the center of the m&elbr of blood. This first revelation was initiation of
ing ﬁla_ce, where students had a chance to either exfiopbethood for Muhammad (peace be upon him) be-
on their own, or learn about their significance throug?usetrom this point on, he knew his task as the messeng
the tours, which took place twice a day throughout tféAllah, is to spread Islam, which he did so effectively anc
week. with unmatchable grace.

The city of Medina was the next stop on the tour, at
in this city was the Islamic monument-Bbsjixhwi, sig-
nificant for bel_n%the second holiest place in Islam, becaus
only was it built by the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upc

_ _ him) in his stay at Medina, but it is also his final restln% pla

The tour began in the holy city of Makkah, In Medina, Islam continued to grow rapidly and fewer hard
where the beloved Prophet Muhammad (peace be upaships were faced by the growing Muslim commu-
him) was born to Amina. This moment marked the be- nity. Following this stop on the tour Mesgid AAgsaitu-
glnnlng of an Islamic revolution so big, that_everzone ated in Jerusalem, where the Prophet had gone on one of
around the world eventually felt its immensity. The citymost intense journeys to the Seven Heavens on a white fl;
of Makkah was also home t&'thed (Blauge of Al- horse called-Burag E&harifDuring his interval in Jerusa-
lah) which was initially built by the Prophet Adam be- |lem, the Prophet stopped to pray at the rock (more commc
fore being rebuilt by Prophet Ibrahim and his son Is- known as the Dome of Rock), and was given the comman
mail, and then the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upoment to pray five times a day, for every Muslim here on afi
him). The significance ofAhe Ji% umnhatched, and
is the direction in which all Muslims pray towards five
times a day, every day. These, among other facts, en-
gaged the audience in the first part of the tour, where
modern Islam thrived.

1 [ i | " . ’ .
Y 0 0 A Y Y

These significant buildings were all megiedifey MSA and their vol-
unteers, for the students at UTSC to have knowledge on the origins of Isl:
the imﬁortance of it. The hard work that went into creating a tour that sign
these holy places certainly paid off. It was impossible to miss the amazing
the meeting place which sparked curiosity of fellow non Muslims at UTSC
of whom were more than willing to learn about the beauty of Islam and the
stones which lead to Muslim beliefs. Though the tours were successful ar
catching, they were just one part in the remarkable and inspirafitmnal even
unforgettable Islam Awareness20&Ek
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"My 1AW Experience"

By Alexander Sam

KAs a Chinese Canadian student, | have al way s
opportunity to gain some insight towards the religion and, the incentif/the possibility to win an IPAD
made it that much more perfedtiowever, Islamic Awareness Week provided a much more in depth
view on the basis of Islam. | was granted the opportunity to converse with several educated stu-
dentsabout Islam and they helped dismiss many stigmas and myths associated with the religion. | went to
two presentations with an Imam who spoke about Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) and the sto-
ries from actual converts. All information sessions were very informative and interesting. | believe | have
gained a | ot of insight towards | slam and the ML
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Islam in the Carlbbean Islands

By: Khalil Ali
The Caribbean Islands. White sandy bq} che! ,Water. the echoes of Calypso music and partyin
mosphere. Muil'" 11l We Die6 as the onat

with the Caribbean. Yetj
defines th

-

Muslim group rose up to start a revolution agalgétén unjust ovemm

y’
\ . A

which were Muslims, they were succes%ful in convertlng \b\ ‘ L
passed away, their master forbade/teaching of rellglon and :
cursed by God and made to be slaﬁes accepting it as the, " '\od that they were put in that position in so«

In 1845, when slavery was abolished, the Europ%’sms bought cheap labour from the Indians of Punjab, Cz
other regions, and brought them to work in the fields. THdusliinarand the Indisinslims then banded together to
build mosques and develop communities.

Till today those communities serve as proof to the faith and resilience of their ancestors. Even though Islz
tally forced from their minds, no one could abolish the faith from their hearts. Through this persistencdydslam rea
other end of the world, spreading like beams of light in darkened caves. The percentage of Muslims in these are:
increasing as the Muslim communities hold on to the teachings of compassion, brotherhood, forgiveness and ab
strength as conveyed by their forefathers. May God protect them and allow them to be safe havens for all of hun

3 N2
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By' Salma Hussain :g

Today, the awakening of the people of
dle East has left the dreeed armies appear in
pacitated by the sheer speed and intensity wi
the events have unfolded. For the first time in

brought new life to the struggle against tyrants andje
tarian regimes throughout the Arab world.

The news of the rebellious population of Ca
taking control of traffic management, the disappea
police from the street s
tias in Benghazi and other towns in Libya are indic
the nascence of a very basic administrative and mfj
structure, which could lead to the birth of the first gg
wor ker so

they learn from their own histdhe painful lack
of a revolutionary party and leadership has mg
fested in the fact that the Egyptian state has f§
like a ripe fruit into the lap of the masses, but
masses do not know what to do with it. Unlesg
Egyptian people are able to replace the state I‘ h
democratic socialist government that guarant le

2

Jith

es tc
protect national assets from being privatized, héﬁ
Egyptian revolution will be lost, with the contifjgent
fear that an extremely brutal ceentdution e
might be unleashédt us hope that out of this Jf
revolutionary chaos, a true revolutionary leadge
will emerge that will quickly form a revolution
party, which could lead the people to their uIti
destiny. Now it is for the working classes and ghe;
people of the region and beyond to step up tojjthe
plate and offer their support for thgf

Arab revolution /: | g
é'

o

victory, i.e. the takeover of the Egyptian state by
working classes and the people, there will remai

has played a significant role by calling strikes ant
over industrial complexes. Thus, it is no wonder w] B,
first decree of the military government in Egypt Wias (S ais
implement a ban on strikes with immediate effec T :
decree has the echo of another similar decree injposis
another countervolutionary leader, Ayatollah :
Khomeini, who, in February 1980, deemed all str
Iran illegal. It was then that the striking workers
refused were gunned down and control of the oil jefi
i es was transferred to

’ 5
n—
'y
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The Ensuing Crisis in Sudan
By: Surayya Khan

In ohe of the most volatile The hopeful
regions on earth, thousands and Sudanese
thousands of people are perishing President Omar
and continue to go unnoticed as a has indicated
result of this most hotly contested for reelectlon
war. This region is_ none other than , /charged b
Sudan, where mass murder and sys-| nal Court or
tematic destruction gontinues to f‘ have cited fea
enflame the nation and its peopl Arab region th:

moval of form e %
Mubarak and Ben
reason for hls i

4-/‘

€

Over the pastfew. ogths
aerial bombardments'of civiljan

and the buraing of villages aso en |
documente’\g}s\gl\ﬁ lonesurvivor | /

flee from their homes. Culrently - f/ / A arl|eJ:|n J r
} -Sudan votedamoSt une
<+ secede<fOm the north,

sout ern Sudan the world 1

Sudan is engulfed’i umnoqm
Abyei region, a C|ty\nbbr\d

North and South. Armies- fr'
both sides are conti newest county, effective
Many regions such as-this o D% |Ie there are still many unre
heavily militarized, causin S %‘1 d.issues, such as oll revenu
thousands to be displac highe borderlines, there is still much
number of civilian casualtles andiis \Oparmsm‘and.,ebulllence Am|dst »

also resulting-in‘the deliberate’ de- air of uncertain antici
struction of many villages. Addin Sudanesewgggleﬁol
a is waited glimmer of
, perchance that they may live

ues to escaiate in the capital of

So u ' \ \b
Mala aI in WhIC re e |g ers | \
have attacked-th amsTt the

southern arm’y /

~fire to the fuel,- ewolenp{e/contl
be er days to come.

| \

These protests have not \
arnered the momentum close to
that of their northern neighbour

Egypt. However, cases of protesting

against human rlghts abuses have

been taking place in hopes. of rais-

ing awareness. Despite the escalat-

ing violence and the efforts of the

protestors, Sudan continues to be

embroiled in the ensuing genomde

/
/
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